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BENTON  COUNTY
Park Board


MEETING MINUTES
13 May 2025


Board Members Present		Board Members Absent		Staff Present
Dave McNeal, Chair			Ismael Mendoza-Jimenez		Adam J. Fyall
Robert Emmingham
Michael LeCompte, Secretary
Kit McBurney
Frank Cooper
David Cannon


Meeting in the Benton County Administration Building was called to order at 6:30 p.m. The agenda for the May meeting was approved as presented, and the minutes for the April meeting were approved with the notation of the incorrect spelling of a name.

Chair Report
Chair McNeal expressed the gratitude of the Tri-Cities Shooting Association toward Adam Fyall for the overflowing camping arrangements at Horn Rapids Park during the recent Cowboy Action Shooters event.

Chair McNeal also suggested that officially designating the Tapteal Trail may be an overstep by the board. However, Adam reassured the board that issues such as trail designation have always traditionally been designated by the board, and it does not constitute an overreach.

An update of Park Board by-laws was suggested by Chair McNeal as it appears that some of the “powers and duties” of the board may be in conflict with “Park Board members’ duties” in the policy manual.

Chair McNeal then expressed his hope that the Hover development will be carried out in a way that would make Donna Raines, who served on the park board from 2000-2019, proud.

In conclusion, Chair McNeal reiterated the priorities adopted by the Park Board in 2024, including, developing a staffing plan, developing a finance/implementation strategy for that plan, revising the parks ordinance, developing a restroom policy, completing the Two Rivers boardwalk and the Hover Park parking improvement project.

Staff Report
Adam hoped the Board would adopt the resolution designating the Tapteal Trail and that Mike Lilga with the Tapteal Greenway would explain the project further.

Adam talked about the placement of traffic counters at some of the parks. The County has acquired replacement counters. While some will go where they have traditionally been placed, such as the main entrance at Two Rivers, a spot for the fourth needs to be determined.

Robin Emmingham suggested getting the counters installed before Memorial Day.

Adam then reminded the Board of the upcoming LifeFlight training exercise at Badger Mountain on June 18.

Business
Tapteal Trail Designation: Mike Lilga, President of the Tapteal Greenway addressed the Board and expressed his appreciation for the Board and its consideration of officially designating the riverside trail that runs the length of HRP as the “Tapteal Trail.”

Mr. Lilga said that designating the trail turns a good idea into reality and is an action that tells the community that the Tapteal Trail is a real thing. The trail adds value to the greenway, and is timely with Richland working on updating its park plan.

The Greenway plans to work with Benton City next as part of its ultimate plan to have a continuous trail system from Bateman Island to Benton City.

Adam read the resolution designating “Tapteal Trail” through Horn Rapids Park.

Frank Cooper questioned whether the Board had the authority to designate the trail rather than suggest that it should be designated.

Adam again reassured the Board that in matters such as trail designation this is the way it has traditionally been handled.

A motion to approve the resolution officially designating the “Tapteal Trail” was introduced and approved by the board.

Cheatgrass Treatment at Horn Rapids Park: Adam gave the Board an overview of the application by drone of “Battalion Pro” on cheatgrass at HRP in 2023. The suppression project seems to be having varied success in the treated areas and Adam is cautiously encouraged, but will keep monitoring the progress.

Robin Emmingham said another treatment should be done and Frank Cooper considered the application a worthy endeavor and suggested further treatments following the manufacturer’s suggestions.

The Board may consider further applications of “Battalion Pro” in the fall.


Main Road through Horn Rapids Park: “HR-1” is a 3.5 mile road from the campground through Camp Smith to the Upper Horn Rapids river access site.

The Parks Department completed an overlay project on the road in 2014 that has held up well overall during eleven years of use.

Three areas of HR-1 were identified as needing significant work, including a low spot near the horse camp that gathers water, an area near red gate that is rutted and collects water, and an area about 2/3 of the way down where the road rises near the highway.  Several other locations could use minor retreatment.

The work on HR-1 can be done by the County Roads Department and Adam intends to assess exactly what needs to be done, including a possible budget and bring a proposal to the Board at a later date.

Robin Emmingham commented that if we’re going to officially designate the Tapteal Trail we should commit to upkeep and pride in parks, which would include upkeep on HR-1.

Condition of Summit Road on Badger Mountain: The road from Dallas Road to the summit of Badger lies within a public access easement and is primarily at the disposal and care of the summit inholder, American Tower Corporation, who owns 25 acres on the summit.  The road can be looked at in three distinct sections.  The middle section is severely degraded and has had no maintenance for at least 20 years.

Adam met with American Tower and the road is a priority for them as well.  Although no date for work has been set, American Tower is going to perform repair and maintenance on the middle section of road at their cost.  The County will block off-shoots of the road after ATC’s work is completed, then look at possible restoration activities on those sections of abandoned track.

Public Comment
George Hager: Reported that fire breaks are currently being cut at the range and will continue throughout June on the property. The competition shooting season is going well and the water tanks should be filled soon. The range is also considering whether to trim, maintain or replace some willow trees.

Dave Beach: Spoke about the noxious weed problem on Summit Road on Badger and explained that weed crews will begin work around the region in a few weeks. A noxious weed training event is set for May 18 at the Richland Airport.

Mickie Chamness: Was interested in the application of “Battalion Pro” and would like to see the progress. She also asked if perhaps the area behind the shooting range could be treated to reduce fire danger. The native plant field trip and weed pulling party season is underway and a heritage garden event is set for May 17, and a McBee native flower walk on May 18.

Gary Westergard: Updated the board on a recent youth campout at Horn Rapids and explained that ruts in the parking area are partly due to people going to fast in the area. The Purple Sage Riders do adopt-a-highway programs and Mr. Westergard wondered if perhaps they could do a horse crosswalk on the Tapteal Trail.

Joette Sheeley: Expressed her excitement that the Hover parking lot project is actually going to happen and that she will see it.

Dick McGrew: Explained that a well crew recently adjusted the pump at Higgins Field, as the pump was not reaching the bottom. He has not tested it yet to see if the lower pump makes a difference, but reported that most of the grass in the area is dying. Mr. McGrew also reported that the dirt road between the field and the highway is getting a lot of use and that they can’t fly if there’s cars on that road.

Poll of the Board
David Cannon: Is excited about the designation of the Tapteal Trail. Shared how he likes sending troops of Boy Scouts down it.

Kit McBurney: Thanked everyone for coming and expressed gratitude for the designation of the Tapteal Trail and hopes it’s a catalyst for more trails and work between the Greenway and cities and Benton County.

Michael LeCompte: Appreciated the good turnout for the meeting and thanked everyone for coming.

Robin Emmingham: Thanked everyone for coming and shared that he is encouraged by the parking lot project at Hover. He hopes the burned bathroom will be gone by the time the board meets at Two Rivers in June.

Frank Cooper: Thanked everyone for coming. Is excited for the projects being undertaken and thinks it’s great to see work getting done.

Dave McNeal: Noted that several events, from the Tapteal Greenway, Native Plant Society and Model Airplane Association are this weekend and said there’s plenty of room on the calendar and the more information we can share the better. He looks forward to an increase in outreach between the County, Board and park partners into the community.

#   #   #
image1.png




